Achievement

Promoting excellence in

education

Resilience

Creating problem solvers

ready to accept challenges

Newsletter No: 7 Date: 19/03/2026

Community
Building responsible citizens

Respect

Developing tolerant,
considerate individuals

Calendar - 2026
March
20th | 5/6 Cluster transition
day
23rd | Cluster Athletics Day
26" | Gymnastics
27" | Easter Raffle Tickets
Due back
Glasses for Kids
Consent Forms Due
back
31st | Stomp Dance Day
April
2nd End of term- early
dismissal
20th Term 2 return to School
30th Glasses for Kids Prep-3
May
1st Cross Country
14th Grip Leadership
15th School Photos
18th Curriculum Day- No
students required at
school

This week’s value in focus is:
.re Contact us:
Resilience o . -
Principal — Natalie Todeschini 5468 1111
Risk Taking- Having a go dunolly.ps@education.vic.gov.au
Around school

This week we recognised the following by participating in house rotations run by the house
leaders on Wednesday 18™ March.

Harmony Week

Monday 16 - Sunday 22 March 2026

Harmony Week is the celebration that recognises our diversity and brings together Australians from all
different backgrounds.

It’s about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.

The International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (IDERD)

While Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s rich cultural diversity, it is also important to focus on the urgency
of combatting racism wherever and whenever it arises.

In the spirit of the 2024 Multicultural Framework Review’s findings and recommendations, we encourage
everyone to observe and acknowledge IDERD.

What is Neurodiversity Celebration Week?

Founded by Siena Castellon in 2018, Neurodiversity Celebration Week is a worldwide initiative that
challenges stereotypes and misconceptions about neurological differences. It aims to transform how
neurodivergent individuals are perceived and supported by providing schools, universities, organisations, and
others around the world with the opportunity to recognise the many skills and talents of neurodivergent
individuals, while creating more inclusive and equitable cultures that celebrate differences and empower every

individual.

Did you know that 21st March is World Down Syndrome Day?
World Down Syndrome Day was created to celebrate the lives of people with Down syndrome and to make

sure they have the same freedoms and opportunities as everybody else.
21st March (21/3) matches the 3 copies of chromosome 21. This is unique to people with Down syndrome.
World Down Syndrome Day has been an official part of the United Nations calendar since 2012.

On 21st March each year, Down Syndrome International calls everyone to action with a theme to ensure the
human rights of people with Down syndrome and works with members to organise worldwide activities and

discussions.
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We are a child safe
school; committed to the
safety and wellbeing of
all children and young
people. We have zero
tolerance of child abuse.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/

about/programs/health/protect/P
ages/default.aspx

Keeping children safe is everyone’s
responsibility.

PFA NEWS
EASTER RAFFLE

Donations of Easter items are

now being sought. Please drop

your donation into the school’s

office.

Raffle books were sent home on last

week. Raffle books are due back

either sold or not by Wednesday
March 25,

The raffle will be drawn on Tuesday
315t March at the Stomp Dance

afternoon.
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School Council News

Next Meeting-

Monday 23rd March at 7pm.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
Prep/1- Josie Lummis

Grade 1/2 — Xanthe Hunter
Grade 3/4 — Max Young
Grade 5/6 — Troy Tansley
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ECO Report

We would like to thank Bunnings Warehouse for providing materials and helping us to revamp our frog pond. We were able to
replace the liner, add another plant, build frog hotels and provide more rocks. We are very grateful and happy with how our

frog pong looks.




GLASSES FOR KIDS IS ©  ° - L d
COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL!

Your child is eligible to receive FREE vision screening, testing and glasses through
the Glasses for Kids program—available to Foundation (Prep) to Year 3 students.
This service is provided at no cost and takes place at school.

GLASSES
FOR KIDS

How does the Glasses for Kids program work?

« GFK partners with qualified optometrists who will visit your child's
school and offer your child initial vision screening and if required,
further testing and glasses at no cost.

« All screening and testing sessions will be completed during

school hours.

Who can participate?
= Primary Schools: Prep - Year 3 students.

« Specialist Schools: Students aged 5 to 10 years old.

How can my child be part of the program?

» Please complete the online consent form using the OR code.
If preferred, a paper version is also available from your
school and must be returned to your school by the due date.

Can children who currently wear glasses be part of GFK?

« Yes, they can. If their glasses are less than 12 months old, please
provide a copy of their latest prescription if available.

« If your child is already under the care of another optometrist,
please share any relevant information on the Optometrist
Questionnaire.

Sign up today by scanning
the OR code below

If preferred, you can also complete the attached consent form
which must be returned to your school by the due date.

Need help? For more information, or if you have
problk ing the form please get in touch with us.

What if my child is nonverbal or a non-English speaker?

« They can still participate; the optometrists we partner with have
resources and techniques to work with nonverbal or non-English
speaking students.

Do | have to complete a separate form for each child?
= Yes, each student must have a completed Consent Form

How do | get the results for my chiid?
= Your child will receive a letter about their vision screening outcome
to bring home at the conclusion of our visit.

What if my child needs glasses?

« If the optometrist prescribes glasses for your child, GFK will
provide them at no cost.

« Your child will have the chance to choose their glasses and
be fitted on the day.

= Your child will be given a letter telling you why the glasses
have been prescribed.

« Glasses will be sent directly to the school
3-4 weeks after the visit
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Hard Copy Consent Forms were sent home with all

www.glassesforkids.com.au | info@glassesforkids.com.au | (03)8768 8400

Prep — 3 students last week and are due back Friday March
27,




P/1 and 1/2 classes enjoyed a wonderful local excursion, exploring the businesses and services that help
keep our community thriving.

Students visited Moff at the Dunolly
Pharmacy Q., Rod at the Bakery P Matt
and Tim at the Butcher fP, and Jamie and
Marianne at the Post Office [&l. At each
stop, they gained valuable insights into the
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important roles these businesses play and
what a typical day looks like for the people
who work there

A huge thank you to all of the local business
owners who generously gave their time to

speak with our students—we are so lucky to
have such supportive and vibrant small

businesses in our community!
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Every Thursday, Judy Gersch, the Early Help Practitioner for Maryborough and
surrounding areas, will be available at our school from 1:00pm in the Library.

If you would like to meet with her for a confidential chat, please contact Judy Gibbs
on 54681111 or Compass to arrange a suitable time.

What is Early Help?

Early Help is a short-term, early intervention program that supports families who may
be experiencing challenges or changes in their lives. It is designed for families who
would benefit from some extra support before concerns become more serious.

Early Help can assist with:

Parenting support and strategies
Managing children’s behaviour and routines
Strengthening family relationships
Support during separation or family changes
Connecting families with local services and community programs
¢ Assistance with school engagement and attendance
¢ Linking families to counselling, health, or financial support services.
]
The program is available for families with children from birth to 18
are connected to a universal service

ears of age who
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TheirCare
Dunollg Primdrg School

Social, enjoyable Develop creativity, life
& fun experiences skills & confidence
for children ~ through play
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Exciting &
thoughtfully
developed programs

Qualified, caring &
engaged staff

-Bc’orc School Care {BSC) 7:00 AM - 8:45 AM
After School Care (ASC) 315 PM -6:00 PM
Pupil Free Day 7:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Holiday Program***

*Standard fee costs before Child Care Subsioy | ™ Sancard fee costs after maximum Child Care Subsidy | *** Standard fee costs excluding Incursors/excursons

Cancellgation Fe

BSC/ASC within 24 hours of session start time: $4.00
Holiday Program within 5 days of session start time: $10.00 ---------------

Same day cancellation fee is out-of-pocket session fee. - Your service Coordinator will be

available during session times,
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n 24 hours of session start time: $4.00

Holiday Program: book less than 5 days from the session start
time fee is $10.00

Ldte Pick ~up Fees
(Cha Care

$1 per minute after service close time.

To regsster visit theircdre.com.du

TheirCare support team is available between 6.30am - 9pm weekdays (Eastern Standard Time)
on 1300 072 410 or info@theircare.com.au
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children's health (.
& wellbeing local

Free support for children ond their families

SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM TERM ONE 2026

These programs offer parents and their children 7-11 support with mental
health and wellbeing. The one-hour sessions are run by mental health staff from
the Loddon Children’s Health & Wellbeing Local. Sessions are fun, educational
and interactive. Groups are small: five children with one parent per child
attending.

TOPICS

10am Handling Feelings learn to name feelings, identify the zone they are in and
practice ways to handle feelings. Age group 7-11

11.30am Magnificent Me Age group 7-11 will explore what is unique to you and how
you can appreciate yourself more every day.

2pm All about Anger learn what is going on in the body when your child is angry, and
how to handle it differently. Age group 7-11

DATES AND LOCATIONS:

April 8" Maryborough, The Nest

April 9" Kyneton Omnia Community Health
April 13" Castlemaine, Delkaya Health
April 14" Echuca, Echuca Health

April 17* Bendigo, The Local

Bookings are essential:
Please call 1800 433 977 or email us with your child’s name, which sessions you

We will be in touch at least two weeks prior to the session to confirm details including how to access
the venue.



PARENT SUPPORT AND EDUCATION
children's health
& wellbeing local SESSIONS

P g e e e et TERM 2, 2026

The Loddon Children's Health & Wellbeing Local offers free weekly education sessions that address mental health
and welloeing. The sessions are run by a mental health or allied health clinician at the Local.

Sessions are open to any parents or carers of children aged 0-11.
Why join in?

+ Talk to Local staff about your child.

s  Ask any practical questions you have about parenting now.

+ (Gain support for yourself as a parent.

Where: The Loddon Child and Health Wellbeing Local, 19 Helm St KANGAROO FLAT 3555. Enter via the green
porch at the back of the site.

Dates and topics: Wednesdays (Face to face)
WHEN TIME TOPIC
Apr 22 9.30am | ADHD What is it and How Can | Help?

Apr 29 9.30am | What Is Autism and How Can | Help?

May 6th | 9.30am | Parent Wellbeing

May 13 | 9.30am | All about anger

May 20 | 9.30am | Managing Big Feelings

May 27 | 9.30am | Tech Troubles

Jun 3 9.30am | Anxiety in kids

Jun 10 9.30am | Family rules and conseguences

Jun 17 9.30am | Sleep

If you have any Questions, please contact Annette Clemments on 1800 433 977 Book in via email
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A” Eddington Sprints
o 21" March 2026 e 10am

2Playfair St Eddington Victoria

‘&' T = DRGANISED BY BENDIGO CAR CLUB
2 (X)) Son0n

&y, (9 BENDIGOCARCLUB.COM.AU
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