Achievement

Promoting excellence in
education

Resilience
Creating problem solvers
ready to accept challenges

Calendar

Newsletter No: 40 Date: 02/02/2024

Community
Building responsible citizens

Respect
Developing tolerant,
considerate individuals

Term 12024

February

5% — | Yr 1 -6 Swimming
16" | Program

This week’s value in focus is:

Respect

Fairness — being fair in everything | do

Contact us:
Principal — Katie Lovel 5468 1111
dunolly.ps@education.vic.gov.au

7t Prep Rest Day

14™ | Prep Rest Day
Book Club orders close

15t | Uniform orders close

19" | Finance meeting 3.30pm
School Council meeting
7pm

21t | Prep Rest Day

26™ | Curriculum Day —no
school

28™ | Prep Rest Day

29 | Gymnastics excursion

March

7th Gymnastics excursion

11* | Labour Day public
holiday

14" | Gymnastics excursion

26™ | Stomp Dance

28t | End of Term

Please note that an up to date
calendar is always available
within the COMPASS app

We are a child safe school,

committed to the safety and

wellbeing of all children and

young people. We have zero

tolerance of child abuse.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/prog

rams/health/protect/Pages/default.aspx
Everyone connected to our school

can help children be safe.

Around school this week

It’s wonderful to have all of our students return today including our 13 wonderful new
prep students and 3 new students across the school. This year we will be having a
specific focus at different times. Our first focus is on transitions across the school;
moving safely from the floor/circle areas to working spaces, moving from indoors to
outdoors and back again. This is part of our fantastic School Wide Positive Behaviour
Support program where we explicitly teach high expectations.

We welcome new staff member Megan Paul. Staff will also be working to create
connections with students over the next few weeks and we value the partnership with
home; parents/carers as first educators of your children. If at any stage you would like to
catch up with your child’s teacher, please phone the school to make a suitable time to do
so. This way staff can give you the time needed. We will share some valuable
information over the coming weeks ... today it is our Code of Conduct for Parents, Carers
and Visitors.

Book Club

Issue 1 2024 has been sent home today. Orders can be placed either online at
scholastic.com.au/LOOP or by placing the correct amount of cash in an envelope with
the order form and dropping it into the school’s office.

Please note that orders close on Wednesday February 14"
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Update Details

All students will be bringing home a copy of their
student enrolment details today.

Uniform Order

Term 1

This term’s uniform order has been
included with the newsletter (hard copies

Please check the form and make any updates are available from the office).

that are required then sign and return to school
even if you have made no changes.

If you wish to place an order, please fill in
the form and return it to the office by
Thursday February 15,

Local Excursion Consent Form

Please note that this is the only order this
. i . term the next orders will be taken at the
Students will also have their Local Excursion start of Term 2

Consent form for 2024.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Please fill in sign and return to school. ) ) )
Finance Meeting — Monday February 19' at

All forms need to be returned to school by 3.30pm

Thursday February 8.

School Council Meeting - Thursday December 7t
at 6.30pm.
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SWIMMING PROGRAM

i |
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Swimming will start on Monday February 6% for all students in Years 1 - 6. Students will need to

bring the following each day for the next 2 weeks:

e Bathers including a t-shirt or rashie top

e Towel & sunscreen

Please bring gear in a small backpack or proper bag. Plastic bags often break when walking to
and from the pool making it awkward for students to carry.

This event has been placed on Compass for parents to approve, if you haven’t yet approved your
child’s attendance on Compass please do so before Monday.

As per the Parent Payment Policy that was sent home last year the Swimming Program is a part
of our curriculum and schools can only ask for a Curriculum Contribution to assist us cover the
cost of the swimming program. Thank you to the parents who have already made a voluntary

contribution to the school for this year. Contributions can be made at any time during the year.




Dunolly Primary School

8 Elgin Street. Po Box 47

Telephone (03) 2468 1111

E-Mail dunclly psi@education.vic.gov.au

Principal: Mrs Katie Lovel

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PARENTS, CARERS and VISITORS,
and FEEDBACK POLICY

RATIONALE

The staff of Dunolly Primary School is committed to providing a safe leaming environment that
enhances the physical, educational and social development of our students. The contribution of
visiting members of the school community is an integral part of our school and is highly valued.
The Code of Conduct for Parents, Carers and Visitors has been developed in accordance with the
Department of Education and Training's guidelines. This ensures that everyone who visits the
school site is able to do so in a safe and harmonious manner. All at Dunclly Primary School
welcome feedback as it is vital to the success of the school, to recognise the efiorts of staff,
students and volunteers in our school. It also ensures that students, staff, parents, carers and
other visitors are not subjected to aggressive, hostile or violent behaviours.

GENERAL PRINCIPLES
Itis expected that parents/carers and visitors may need to approach the school in order to:
discuss the progress, engagement or well-being of their child;
provide positive feedback to staff;
express concemn about actions of other students;
enquire about school policy and practice;
engage with in-school/excursion activities e.g. cassfyear groups assistance with
reading/mumeracy; PE etc, following an invitation/enquiry for assistance from staff,
convey information about change of address, custody details, health issues etc;
express concern about actions of staff.

The purpose of this Code of Conduct is to set out the standards of behaviour expected of those
who visit the school and to detail the necessary procedures that will help solve issues as soon as
possible so that a safe and hammonious school environment is maintained.

CODE OF CONDUCT FOR PARENTS, CARERS AND VISITORS
All parents carers and visitors are expected to:
treat all persons associated with the school with respect and courtesy;
ensure their child/children are punctual to class everyday;
vacate the school grounds once classes commence;
work together in parinership with the school for the best outcomes for students.




EXPECTED PROTOCOLS

» Parents/carers who have questions/concerns or would like to discuss their child's progress
are expected to contact the school via phone, email or in person to armange an appropriate
time with the relevant teacher and/or Principal.
Staff are not available for meetings prior to school unless previously arranged as they need
to prepare for the day and would like to ensure they can give your concems their utmost
attention.
Concerns are to be discussed in a calm manner.
Allow staff to supervise, investigate and manage students without interference;
Staff will follow up on concems in a timely manner and will communicate outcomes with all
parties involved.
If there are further concerns regarding the outcome an appointment should be made with
the Principal.
Parents/carers should be mindful decisions will be made in accordance with the school
values, behaviour promotional policy and in the best interests of all students.
Abusive, aggressive or threatening behaviour will not be tolerated.

The following action will be taken by the Principal and/or their nominee, against anyone
breachlng these protocols:
direct the person to immediately leave the grounds;
call the police to remove the person should they refuse;
withdraw future permission (by letter) for the person to enter the grounds without
permission of the Principal;
seek further legal avenues.

Please Note:

At no time should any parent, carer or visitor directly approach another
person’s child.

Confidentiality is of primary importance. All parents/carers or volunteers are not to
discuss any information they obtain at school with anybody, other than classroom
teachers or the Principal.

Your co-operation is sought and greatly appreciated, so that we all maintain a safe,
harmonious and happy learning environment for every student, parent and staff member at
Dunolly Primary School.




Welcome to The Resilience Project
PARENTS & CARERS

This year, we are excited to bring The Resilisnce Project (TRP) into our school community!

WHY?

Current research tells us...

One in four Australian adolescents will
experience mental health problems this year

Mearly two thirds of them will
not seek help.
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Onain seven primary school studonts are also likely
toaxparience mantal haalth problams this year,

Source: National Survey of Mantal Health and
Wellbeing, Australisn Institute of Health and Welfare,
Australia’s Youth: Mental lilness

EVIDENCE-BASED

The Resilience Projects School Partnership
Program has been independently evaluated
by both The University of Adelaide and The
University of Melbourne. Click the links or
scan the QR
code to find out
more about the
impact the
program has on
emotional
wellbeing and
behavioral

changes.

(03) 9113 9302 | theresilienceproject.com.au

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

The Resilience Project is committed to teaching positive
mental health strategies to prevent mental ill-health and
build young people’s capacity to deal with adversity.

We will be implementing their evidence-based Teaching
and Learning Program throughout our classrooms,
staffroom and school community.

Teachers and students will engage in weekly lessons and
activities around the key principles of Gratitude,
Empathy, Mindfulness (GEM) and Emotional Literacy to
build resilience.

WHAT CAN BE DONE AT HOME?

To learn more about The Resilience
Project and get involved from
home, you can start exploring the
ideas, activities and resources
which bring Gratitude, Empathy
and Mindfulness (GEM) to life on
TRP@HOME.

The Imperfects podcast, led by
Hugh van Cuylenburg, Ryan
Shelton and losh van
Cuylenburg, is all about how
perfectly imperfect we all are.
Hugh, Josh and Ryan chat to a
variety of interesting people who
bravely share their struggles and imperfections, and we
all learn some valuable take-aways we can apply to our
own imperfect lives.
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Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund (CSEF)

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their
classmates for important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the
Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors. Excursions encourage a deeper
understanding of how the world works while sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a
healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps
and sporting activities. The annual CSEF amount for primary school students is $150 per student.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the
benefit of your child.

HOW TO APPLY
If you applied for CSEF at our school last year, you do not need to complete an application form this year unless
there has been a change in your family circumstances.

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred:
e new student enrolments; your child has started at our school this year.
e changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number,
or new siblings commencing this year.
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form. The application form needs to be
filled in and returned to the office for processing.

Term Dates 2024

Term 1
Monday January 29t to Thursday March 28t

Term 2
Monday April 15" to Friday June 28t

Term 3
Monday July 15t to Friday September 20t

Term 4

= o
Monday October 7t"to Friday December 20t sw V
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Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information
for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy

Policy.

Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our
website http://www.dunollyps.vic.edu.au/

For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for
parents. located on the departments website:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
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Social, enjoyable
& fun experiences
for children

TheirCdre
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Where Kids love to be!

Dunollg Primdrg School

Develop creativity, life
skills & confidence
through play

Qualified, caring &
engaged staff

Bookings now open! =

-

Exciting &
thoughtfully
developed programs

Before School Care (BSC) 7:00 AM to 8:45 AM
After School Care (ASC) 3:15 PM to 6:00 PM
Pupil Free Day 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM

Holiday Program*** N/A

*Standard fee costs before Child Care Subsidy | ** Standard fee costs after maximurmn Ohild Care Subsidy | *** Standard fee costs ex

Canceliation Fees
(No Chiid Care Subsidy applied to Canceliation Fees)

BSC/ASC within 24 hours of session start time: $4.00
Holiday Program within 5 days of session start time: $10.00

Same day cancellation fee is out-of-pocket session fee.

Ldte 80c7$<.in9 Fees
(Child Care Subsidy is applied to Late Booking Fees)
BSC/ASC within 24 hours of session start time: $4.00

Holiday Program: book less than 5 days from
the session start time fee is $10.00

Late Pick-up Fees
(Chitd Care subsidy does not apply to Late Pick-up Fees)

$1 per minute after service close time.

To N«gmt@r visit theircdre.com.du

cluding incursions/excursions

\/

Phone humber:

9 855 565
Your service Coordinator will be
available during session times.
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TheirCare support team is available between 6.30am - 9pm weekdays (Eastern Standard Time)
on 1300 072 410 or info@theircare.com.au
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I School procedures for the bushfire season
[

Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in

Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest
options for preserving life.

%
%

Schools and children’s services listed on the

DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be

closed when a Code Red fire danger rating day LOW-MODERATE ﬁ CODERED

is determined in their Bureau of FIRE DANGER RATING

Meteorology district.

Our school has been identified as being one of those at high bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.

We will be closed when our district (North Central) is declared a Code Red rating.

A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner. Once we are

advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice. Parents will
notified by letter (if enough time), via our Compass app, SMS and our Facebook page. It is

imperative that we have up to date phone contact numbers, please always notify the office of
any changes to contact details.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather

forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child. Itis also important to note that:

e No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.

e School camps and excursions will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is
determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

e All bus routes will be cancelled that travel through a Code Red area

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan — on such days

children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children.

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast,
the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed

our Emergency Management Plan, reprioritised any maintenance works that may assist in preparing
for the threat of fire and cleared our facility’s grounds and gutters.
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I What can parents do?

e Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care
arrangements in the event that our school is closed.

Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep
in touch with us by downloading the Compass app, reading our newsletters, by checking our I
Facebook page and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching
staff about our emergency management plan.

Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush
or in a coastal area, you should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant
during your stay.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival
plan.

e You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department
of Education and Training website — see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:

https://emergency.vic.gov.au

Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)

Twitter (twitter.com/CFA Updates)

ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Below is a copy of an example of the fire district ratings map showing our district (North
Central) with a severe fire rating and the whole state with a total fire ban in place.
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